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Yet it is clear that the central executive would have been
unable to enforce regulations which could so easily be evaded,
had they not been assisted by the local authorities; and
whatever doubt wo may have as to the efficacy of the earlier
royal enactments, there can be no doubt that in the four-
teenth century the municipal authorities in the chief towns
took the matter vigorously in hand, and did succeed in
compelling the use in each town of certain standards.128 But
though these enactments did much to lessen fraud, they did
not secure uniformity of standard throughout the country;
and local differences, as, for instance, in the number of ounces
in the pound, remain until the present time.

The peculiar importance of the English cloth manufacture
is shown by the fact that, while Eichard's assize of measures
did not for any other commodity prescribe that it was only
to be sold in certain quantities, it did prescribe a neces-
sary length and width for every piece of cloth offered for
sale: " It is ordained that woollen cloths, wherever they are
made, shall be made of the same width, to wit, of two ells
within the lists, and of the same goodness in the middle and
sides." This rule was repeated by the Great Charter, in
spite of the opposition which merchants, especially at the
Stamford fair, had offered to its execution. Under Edward
I. a special officer was appointed to see that the assize was
carried out, with " the custody of aulnage and of the assize
of cloth both English and foreign sold throughout England."
The office of aulnager existed until the reign of "William III.,
with an importance increasing for the first century of its
history, but thenceforward steadily diminishing. With the
appearance of new qualities of cloth, in consequence of
the immigration of Elemish weavers in the second half of
the fourteenth century, the simple regulation as to two ells
gave way to careful distinctions and numerous standards.